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Series I (1948-1953) Series I Station Wagon (1954-1958) 1954 Long-wheelbase 107 inch available  

1957 First diesel engine introduced.

Series IIa Station Wagon (1961-1972) 1966 Electrical indicators become 

standard. 1968 Headlamps moved from radiator grille to wings.

‘90’ Station Wagon (1984-1990) 1984 Leaf springs upgraded to coil springs.

One-piece windscreen introduced. Wind-up front windows replace sliding windows.

Polyurethane wheel arches introduced to accommodate wider track.
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Series I I Station Wagon (1958-1961) 1958 Side windows enlarged. 

Sills introduced to obscure exhaust and powertrain. Fuel filler cap moved from 

under driver’s seat to behind driver’s door (RHD).

Series I I I Station Wagon (1972-1984) 1972 Air intake on wing for heater added.  

1981 Improved seating introduced on County models.

Defender (1990-2006) 1998 Td5 engine introduced.Fuel tank and filler repositioned to rear.

Bonnet stowage of wheel outlawed.

’09
Founded on a lineage stretching back to the debut 
of the first Land Rover in 1948, today’s Defender takes 

pride of place as the toughest vehicle in the Land Rover range. 

The original Land Rover won instant recognition for its tough 

versatility and off-road ability, attributes that equally apply 

nearly two million vehicles later. Six decades of experience 

in designing and building the world’s most distinctive four-

wheel drive vehicles reach their pinnacle in the 2009 Defender. 

The introduction (in 2007) of the distinctive power bulge in 

the bonnet denotes an all-new powertrain with greater pulling 

power and flexibility to extend the breadth of capability of this 

robust off-road legend. Allied to a distinctive new facia housing 

effective new heating and air conditioning, new seats and 

an upgraded interior, the latest vehicle in this long evolution 

is better equipped than ever to conquer the challenges of the 

modern world.

Defender (2007-Present) 2007 2.4 litre diesel engine, six-speed manual transmission 

and new interior introduced.
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When it comes to taking on, and beating, some of the toughest off-road terrain nothing comes close to Defender.

That’s because, unlike many of its competitors, Defender has permanent four-wheel drive with the centre 

differential distributing torque evenly between front and rear axles to give optimum all-weather performance 

on and off-road. What’s more, the central differential can be locked to minimise wheel spin and maximise traction 

on slippery surfaces. And for even more grip and control off-road (not to mention on-road as well) Defender is 

available with optional traction control and ABS. 
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Excellent axle articulation, thanks to independent coil spring suspension, 
also plays its part in Defender’s legendary ability (655mm and 590mm for Defender 110 and 

Defender 90 respectively) by helping the wheels to maintain contact with the ground and follow 

the contours of rough surfaces. 
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The legendary Land Rover command driving position, now a central feature of every Land Rover vehicle, was first established 

by Defender. The command driving position gives greater visibility of the way ahead and the surrounding environment, adding to the driver’s control and 

security. The driving experience is further enhanced by Defender’s six-speed manual transmission. Specially developed for heavy-duty applications, it is 

lighter, stronger and also provides smoother on-road performance, slicker gear changes and improved fuel consumption. 

Vehicle shown above is accessorised with Chequer Plate Protection Kit and Wing Top Protectors.
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With 12 forward gears, whether towing, on road or in rough terrain, you’re always in 

command. A lower first gear reduces crawl speed and combines with the increased 

engine torque to make towing almost effortless.



TORQ



RQUEMore towing power. More power to help keep you out of trouble. Defender’s 2.4 litre Diesel engine produces a class-leading

360Nm of torque (90 percent of peak power is on tap from less than 2,200rpm to over 4,350rpm) and enhances its legendary capability yet again. 

In fact, not only is this engine designed to be fully compliant with EU4 emissions legislation, a unique engine tune has been developed to allow it to 

tolerate the variable quality, high-sulphur fuels to be found across developing markets* and is, of course, in keeping with the vehicle’s iconic status 

as a truly global product.  And to cope with difficult progress when the engine is working hard at low speed, say 1,000rpm, the Anti-Stall device 

intelligently adjusts the fuel required by the engine. It’s quieter too: up to 30 percent quieter than the outgoing diesel engine. 

*Please consult your Land Rover dealership for availability
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STRENGTH
There are some things that’ll never need improving. The chassis is one of them. Immensely strong, it is probably

the single most important component in Defender’s design architecture and contributes to the vehicle’s strength, versatility, 

durability and capability. The box section, ladder frame design is far stronger than an open channel design and more adaptable 

than the unibody design favoured by many of its competitors. And there’s the body. It’s tough, with a no-nonsense, functional 

simplicity and a slab-sided profile that makes it all the more adaptable and enhances configurability. Bolt on accessories such 

as chequer plate, ladders and expedition roof racks are easily attached. The lightweight aluminium body not only improves fuel 

consumption, it also increases payload, the vehicle’s capability, and gives an optimum trade-off between form and function.

Indeed, the corrosion-resistant aluminium body panels have evolved directly from those on the original 1948 Defender. Even the 

cargo bed is made of aluminium. So even the cargo bed won’t rust. You can depend on your Defender.
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